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• Many thanks to Francis and the NCSI-NET Foundation members for 
the opportunity to deliver the 20th T.B. Rajashekar Memorial Lecture. 
I am truly honored.

• In this talk, I will look back at Rajashekar’s work, explain what he 
contributed, and discuss why those contributions still matter today. 
To do this, I will rely on information available online (websites, digital 
archives, etc.), the articles and papers he wrote, and the projects he 
initiated.



Raja, as he was known to his close friends, was an 
achiever. When many others were talking about 
digital libraries. he started working on building one. 
Hе was clear in what he wanted to do and went 
about it with dedication and commitment. What is 
more, he knew his limitations and never attempted 
to do anything in which he did not have the 
required expertise. He was serious about his work 
and would never waste time or energy in fruitless 
pursuits. 

https://www.currentscience.ac.in/Volumes/89/01/0210.pdf
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https://fox.cs.vt.edu/IndoUSdl/raja.pdf



https://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~chan/oaindia/present
ations/OAI_PMH.pdf



https://slideplayer.com/slide/6051895/
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https://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/rajappt/256711063



https://eprints.iisc.ac.in/
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New impact cycles:
New research builds 
on existing research

Source:
Stevan Harnad: Promoting open access mandates and metrics
https://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/openaccess-9896170/9896170#27

Supplementing subscription-based access with self-archiving preprints and post-prints





https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2017/08/03/elsevier-makes-move-
institutional-repositories-acquisition-bepress





https://sciencecentral.in/



https://csircentral.net/



https://coar-repositories.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/05/3.1-
Current_State_of_OA_in_Japan.pdf
Kyoka Miyai, University of Tokyo Fumi
Kaneko, Kyushu University Asuka
Muranishi, Nagoya University May 13, 
2025 COAR ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025

https://www.nature.com/artic
les/d41586-024-01493-8

https://coar-repositories.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/3.1-Current_State_of_OA_in_Japan.pdf


National Science Library, Chinese Academy of 
Sciences 2024.12

https://doasummit.uct.ac.za/wp-
content/uploads/2024/12/5.-Dr-Liu-
Xiwen.pdf

Liu-Xiwen







https://kamat.com/vikas/blog.php?BlogID=850

It has been more than 20 
years since Rajashekar passed 
away, yet (in retrospect) the 
envisioned changes and 
initiatives for Institutional 
Repositories, whether as a 
tribute to his memory or as 
part of the broader 
professional context, remain 
incomplete.

To truly honor the vision of Rajashekar, we must take 
decisive steps to strengthen the open access 
infrastructure ecosystem in India:

• Form a national collective that brings together 
universities and institutions to ensure each one 
maintains an interoperable institutional 
repository—a connected platform populated with 
research papers authored by their scholars.

• Adopt a standard metadata schema across all 
Indian repositories, ensuring that every platform 
incorporates the essential technical features 
needed for long-term preservation, 
discoverability, and seamless data exchange.

• Make Indian repositories visible to the world by 
integrating our repositories with international 
harvesters, directories, and aggregation 
initiatives, so that our scholarly output flows into 
global knowledge networks and reaches 
secondary services for indexing, citation, and 
analysis and eventually the ‘users’.


